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Volume 38, issue 1 of Chungara Revista de
Antropología Chilena contains four articles, three
monographic reports and three book reviews. It also
includes two accounts dedicated to the memory of
Olaff Olmos, archaeologist from Iquique, who was
concerned up until the last minute of his life with
the most marginal segments of society.

The first article by Germán Manríquez, Fermín
E. González-Bergás, Juan Carlos Salinas and
Oscar Espoueys presents the results of studies on
artificial head deformation based on the
application of X-ray techniques adapted from
current medical procedures. The authors contribute
an improved method for both observation and
description of this ancient cultural practice among
prehistoric populations of Northern Chile. The
second article by Sergio González proposes a no-
vel hypothesis about the origin of the religious
ceremony known as La Tirana, a most revered cul-
tural event and center for urban and rural
interactions located in Northern Chile. Using
historical documents, González illustrates the cul-
tural impact, coming from low status Andean
laborers, on the emergent nitrate industry in the
XIXth century. These Andean cultural expressions
and ideologies have been sustained into the present
in the ceremonies at this popular event. In this way
Andean lower class workers assert their existence
and become visible within the larger social fabric.
This contrasts with other better known social
groups linked to the history of labor organization
movements in South America, and to the origin of
leftist political parties in the XXth century. The third
article by Gerardo Fernández Juárez focuses on
the violent ritual contexts of kharisiris among
modern Aymara societies. The author links these
rituals of ceremonial blood offering (waxt’as and
wilanchas), and mythical characters, to ancient
cultural identity processes and to contemporary
Aymara society. The fourth article by Richard C.
Sutter is an analysis of biological distance based

This editorial aims to announce new directions
for Chungara Revista de Antropología Chilena, and
to share recent improvements and impacts of the
Journal in international scientific contexts. First,
since 2005, when we began to be included in
Thomson Scientific’s Social Sciences Citation Index
and Current Contents/ Social and Behavioral
Sciences, we have had a significant increase in the
number of manuscript submissions.‘This was an
expected consequence derived from the increasing
pressure and demands of the academic social
science world for publishing in international
scientific journals.

Chungara is also indexed by seven other
international institutions and it is accessible
through five worldwide electronic platforms, as
listed in the credits. As a consequence of this
exposure, Chungara is in the eleventh position of
the most visited Journals, out of 59 Chilean
scientific journals in the SciELO system (Scientific
Electronic Library Online), with 269,363 visits to
articles, from January to September of 2006.

Another effect of this exposure is the increased
interest of social scientists from other geographic
zones for publishing in Chungara with comparative
or complementary topics. Consequently, in this
issue we include a paper by Ana Bella Pérez Cas-
tro of Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas,
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México,
focused on the migration of indigenous Mexican
groups and the ideological, economic and social
consequences in the original communities and
localities of the emigrants. This is an important step
forward toward enhancing the geographic scope
of the Journal for the Americas as a whole.

Furthermore, with the tremendous influx of
manuscripts for peer review, two issues per year is
insufficient. Thus for 2007 we are planning to
publish at least one special issue with monographic
articles and reviews of particular themes.

In this context we are preparing a special issue
to commemorate Dr. John V. Murra, an outstanding
intellectual figure in the history of Andean studies.
This initiative emerged within only a few days of
his death and it has being developed with the help

Esta editorial tiene por objeto anunciar nuevas
direcciones en Chungara Revista de Antropología
Chilena y comentar algunas cifras y logros recien-
tes. En primer término, el ingreso al índice Thomson
Scientific in the Social Sciences Citation Index and
Current Contents/ Social and Behavioral Sciences
en el año 2005 ha significado un aumento impor-
tante de manuscritos de autores ligados a las áreas
temáticas y geográficas de la Revista. Esto es una
consecuencia anunciada y esperada dada la alta pre-
sión y demanda del mundo académico por publi-
car en revistas internacionales reconocidas en este
tipo de índices.

Chungara está, además, indizada en otras sie-
te instituciones y tiene acceso electrónico a través
de cinco plataformas mundiales, todas listadas en
los créditos de la Revista. A consecuencia de ello,
en el sistema SciELO (Scientific Electronic Library
Online), que integra 59 revistas científicas chile-
nas, Chungara ocupa el lugar número 11 con un
total de 269.363 visitas a los artículos, entre enero
a septiembre de 2006. Esperamos con ello que el
impacto de citación de la revista suba consecuen-
temente.

Otro efecto de esta masiva socialización de la
revista es el interés de cientistas sociales de otras
áreas geográficas por publicar en la revista temas
afines o comparativos a los materiales que regular-
mente publicamos. De esta manera, en este núme-
ro se incorpora un artículo de Ana Bella Pérez Cas-
tro del Instituto de Investigaciones Antropológicas,
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, so-
bre migración de grupos indígenas fuera de Méxi-
co y los efectos en los sistemas ideológicos, socia-
les y económicos de las comunidades de origen de
los emigrantes. Con ello, se da un paso importante
en la ampliación geográfica de la Revista que co-
mienza a mirar a toda América como su ámbito de
especialización geográfica.

Además, dado el tremendo flujo de manuscri-
tos que están en proceso se está haciendo insuficiente
la edición de dos números por año, por lo que en el
2007 habrá al menos un número especial con artí-
culos monográficos y de revisiones extensivas del
estado del arte de una temática en particular.
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on nonmetric dental markers from Andean
prehistoric populations that the author compared
with those from the Azapa Valley in Northern
Chile. This represents an independent methodo-
logical approach for characterizing and explaining
the origin of prehistoric populations in Northern
Chile, and its relation to processes of cultural
continuity and discontinuities.

In the monographic report section, Agustín
Llagostera presents an exhaustive description and
classification of wooden trays of Tiwanaku epoch
from the Atacama region. The author provides
detailed illustrations that he uses for contextual,
iconographic and chronological analyses. The
author demonstrates that a wide variety of the
iconography displayed by the trays is not related
to Tiwanaku cosmology. The second report, by Li-
dio M. Valdez, Jocelyn S. Williams y Katrina J.
Bettcher, presents analysis of Wari human remains

En este contexto, preparamos también un nú-
mero especial de Chungara para conmemorar al
Dr. John Murra, una figura fundamental en la his-
toria de los estudios andinos. Esta iniciativa surgió
a pocos días después de su defunción y se ha veni-
do armando en los últimos meses entre los colegas
Frank Salomon, John V. Murra Professor of
Anthropology, University of Wisconsin; Jorge Hi-
dalgo, Universidad de Chile; Tristán Platt, Saint
Andrews University; Lautaro Núñez, Universidad
Católica del Norte; Victoria Castro, Sociedad Chi-
lena de Arqueología; Carlos Aldunate del Solar,
Museo Chileno de Arte Precolombino; Vivien G.
Standen, Universidad de Tarapacá; Calogero
Santoro, Universidad de Tarapacá, Verena Stolcke,
Instituto Catalán de Antropología. El Dr. Murra tuvo
una importante relación e influencia en Chile y, en
particular, en la Universidad de Tarapacá, la que vi-
sitó desde los años setenta para reunirse con estu-
diantes, profesores y otras personas ligadas a los
estudios andinos. A pesar del gran vacío que deja su
partida, Chungara enfrenta un futuro brillante que
se reinagura con este número conmemorativo dedi-
cado a su memoria y su obra intelectual.

of colleagues such as: Frank Salomon, the John V.
Murra Professor of Anthropology, University of
Wisconsin; Jorge Hidalgo, Universidad de Chile;
Tristan Platt, Saint Andrews University, UK;
Lautaro Núñez, Universidad Católica del Norte;
Victoria Castro, Sociedad Chilena de Arqueolo-
gía; Carlos Aldunate del Solar, Museo Chileno
de Arte Precolombino; Vivien G. Standen, Uni-
versidad de Tarapacá; Calogero Santoro, Univer-
sidad de Tarapacá, and Verena Stolcke, Instituto
Catalán de Antropología. Dr Murra maintained
a permanent relationship and influence in Chile,
particularty at Universidad de Tarapacá, which
he visited regularly since early de seventies to
meet, scholars, students and other Andeanist
personnel. Despite the sadness of his parting there
is a bright future for Chungara and it is fitting
that it is inagurated with a memorial volume
dedicated to John V Murra.
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